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on. Like other documents found in tombs, this document also reflects traditional beliefs handed
down since the Han Dynasty. Ancient Chinese ideas and beliefs about the afterlife that related to
ghost marriage were indigenous, and the spread of ghost marriage in the Tang dynasty is not

necessarily to be explained in terms of the influence of Buddhist ideas of hell.

The Mortgage and Sale of Private Land and the “One Land Two Owners System” in the Song Dynasty
Dai Jianguo (99)

In the Song dynasty, the separation of land ownership and land use rights was a common
phenomenon. In the case of a mortgage, there existed de facto two owners of the same piece of
land: the owner of the land, i.e., the mortgager, and the owner of the land use rights, i.e., the
mortgagee, forming a de facto “one land two owners” system. If there were more than one
mortgagees for the same piece of private land, then when the land ownership was sold, the order
of priority for its purchase was based on the chronological sequence of the mortgages. Apart from
re-mortgaging the land, the mortgagee could also sell off the land use rights along with the pre-
emptive right to buy the land ownership. If the owner sold the ownership of the land to a third
party, the original mortgage relationship would not be invalidated by the change of the
ownership. According to the Song system of levies and household registration, land that had
been mortgaged was regarded as property that had been transferred, so once the rights to use the
land had been lost, it was only nominally “property” and was not registered as such. In terms of
household registration, the government implemented a “one piece of land one owner” system.
Unlike the “one land two owners” system used in the circulation of land, the one-ownership form
owed its adoption to the exercise of fiscal and administrative functions aimed at reducing the cost
of social management to the government. The maturing and perfecting of means of and
mechanisms for land mortgage and sale promoted the circulation of land and also of the

commodity economy, with a profound influence on later social development.

The Structure and Features of the Shujishi Group in the Ming Dynasty Guo Peigui (118)

The shujishi ( Hanlin Bachelors ) of the Ming Dynasty were a group of successful
candidates in the highest imperial examination (next only to jinshi ) who constituted one of the
sources of high-ranking officials such as cabinet members. The group can basically be divided into
six classes according to their method of selection and duties. Among them, those selected by
examination constituted the main body. The origins of shujishi both in terms of region and family
background were very diverse and the group had a high rate of social mobility. 82.48% were
from non-jinshi families, and those who were from jinshi families were usually the first
generation. No shujishi families were maintained for more than three generations. Shujishi
selection and examination became the main channel by which the Ming imperial court absorbed
into high office talent from all walks of life and all regions, especially the north, northwest and
southwest, as well as other remote provinces. The group was not only important in enabling the
ruling class to achieve complementarity among talented recruits with different strengths, but also
played an irreplaceable role in enhancing the Ming court’ s cohesion and social stability and
consolidate its unity.
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