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the times. But if we undertake a serious analysis of the understandings of different groups, we

find that the contemporaries have a positive view of the mainstream of the student movement.

Japanese Decision-makers’ Convergence on the National Policy of Invading China after the
September 18" Incident Wang Xiliang(106)

After the September 18™ Incident, despite the fact that the Japanese cabinet had established
a policy of “no expansion ,” maintenance of Japan’s “Mongolian and Manchurian interests” was a
factor of overwhelming importance for military elites and successive governments in decision-
making on foreign expansion and international affairs, as it had been since the Japanese
occupation of southern Manchuria. This inevitably drove decision-makers to placate the military
elites and the military aggression of the Kwantung Army, encouraging Japan to expand the war.
Meanwhile, with the Incident as a turning point, the power of the Japanese military expanded so
much that it looked down on and overrode political power , growing ever closer to a full militarist
state. At the same time the bottom-up “national reform” movement incited “a fever of
militarism” and “anti-foreign fever” among the lower levels of society. To this was added the
“zaibatsu volte-face” as the zaibatsu fell into the arms of militarism, forming the “military-
zaibatsu union.” The great change brought about by this process of convergence ended with the

whole nation of Japan united in the policy of aggression against China.

Demosthenes’ Rhetorical Strategies and the Shaping of the Political Role of the Athenians
Li Shangjun (123)
In Demosthenes’ speeches to the Athenian Assembly., the correspondence between
“speeches” and “action” became a theme of his rhetorical strategies. With this theme, he inspired
the Athenians to take practical action, while at the same time criticizing the political discussions
in the Assembly. He thus shaped and strengthened the public consciousness of political roles as
“actors in concert”. The key to this process was that it appealed to some fundamental principles
of the Greek city-state system. It may well have functioned to lead the people, through their

i

roles as “actors in concert,” to participate in the Assembly’ s activities, so that they could
genuinely understand these principles and express them in their political behavior, thereby

actually influencing the operation of Athenian city-state politics to some degree.

Rejuvenating Rome: Historical Narratives of Polytheistic Intellectuals in the Late Roman Empire
Li Houliang(136)
In terms of the expression of historical concepts, the works of six authors from the pagan
intellectual elite of the fourth — fifth century Roman Empire-Julian, Libanius, Ammianus
Marcellinus, Eunapius, Claudian, Olympiodorus-inevitably show a highly similar narrative
pattern. Taking the city of Rome as a symbol of imperial culture, they praised her past cultural
and military achievements and condemned the current moral decline. They were firmly convinced

that some outstanding member of the elite could lead Rome to recreate her former glory. This
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